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NOTICE 
The Tibet Gazette is published on or near the middle of April, 
July, October and January. 
The deadline is the first week of the publishing month. 
 
The Tibet Gazette is the official Newsletter of the  
Tibetan Terrier Club of Canada. 
The material printed herein is the opinion of the authors and is not 
necessarily endorsed by the Editor or the Tibetan Terrier Club of 
Canada. All submissions are welcome. The Editor reserves the 
right to edit, return for corrections or refuse. 
 
ADVERTISING 
Advertising is now being offered at a cost of $ 20 for black & 
white or $ 45 for colour full page. Please send an original photo-
graph only, and include your Ad copy. This material will be re-
turned. Payment must accompany submission.  Send all advertis-
ing to Tibet Gazette Editor c/o Penny White 
 
TTCC EXECUTIVE 
 
President  - Glenn Connell    (905) 935-5054 
glenn.connell@gmail.com 
  
Vice President - Penny White    (613) 253-0581 
pwhite@webruler.com 
 
Treasurer - Terri Gueck  (604) 857-0571 
kyeri1@telus.net 
 
Secretary - Jo Hannam          (604) 702-1146 
dalghani@telus.net 
 
Regional Directors 
 
BC –  Kathy Delory       (604) 576-1172 
Kathyd@tibetanterriercanada.com 
 
Prairies - Cathy Kruschke      (780) 986-4757 
cathy.kruschke@gov.ab.ca 
 
Ontario – Kevin Grew    (705) 458- 4611 
colledge.beardies@sympatico.ca 
 
Quebec - Claire Mathieu     (450) 649-9480 
stephane.desnoyers@sympatico.ca 
 
Maritimes - Brenda Cook     (902) 443-7327 
brenda.cook@ns.sympatico.ca 
 
Web Master - John George   (905) 632-3473 
ttsamsara@cogeco.ca 
Newsletter Editors - Penny White  
John Argue     (jargue@look.ca) 

WORDS from the PRESIDENT: 
I hope this finds all of you happy, hopeful and healthy 

after a long and bitter winter. As I write the rain is pelting down 
and the wind is howling outside but we are all cozy and warm 
inside. Our TTs are snuggled up and all is right in their world.  

It has been your executive’s pleasure to approve several 
new members. Welcome! We’re glad to have you join our club 
based on our shared love and admiration for the Tibetan Terrier. 

 
Both of our dogs recently had CERF eye exams and also 

their Spring check ups. It’s that time of the year, important for 
their health and our peace of mind. Regular check ups are essen-
tial to provide a baseline record of their good health should they 
need medical interventions as they age. Those records of relative 
health are also important to our breeders, to guide them as they 
confirm choices they have made in the past and choices they 
might make in the future. Our special breed will flourish as we all 
contribute so please stay in touch with your breeder and keep 
them up to date.  

 
At the ophthamologist’s clinic today we were waiting 

our turn when in walked a lady with a beautiful Old English 
Sheep Dog. The dog looked show ready and when we com-
mented, the lady said that she had just come from a show 45 min-
utes away where they had taken Group 1. She had brought the dog 
for a CERF exam and then was rushing back for the BIS contest. 
She also told us this dog had won Best in Show at the Purina Na-
tional last month. In spite of the foul weather and the grooming 
job that was going to be needed when returning to the show, she 
thought that the eye exam was important enough to make the ef-
fort. I have a lot of admiration for this lady and don’t doubt that 
her attitude has a lot to do with her present dog’s success and also 
bodes well for the future of her breeding program.   

 
Last night as I was walking one of my “boys” before 

bed, I heard a coyote howl and then answering calls from another 
coyote and several pups. Although they weren’t close I was re-
minded that my dogs are not to be outside after dark unless I am 
with them. Skunks have been the major worry; Kashmir was 
anointed last year by one leaving through our fence. We have had 
coyotes around in the past and they are a mixed blessing. They are 
a threat to unsupervised pets but keep the nuisance critters from 
overrunning the neighbourhood. A few years ago several coyotes 
jumped a fence to a neighbour’s yard and attacked a large Lab 
mixed breed dog. They ran off when the owners came out to see 
what the commotion was about, leaping the five-foot fence to get 
away. We live in a residential neighbourhood on the edge of some 
parks, farmland and a few small wild spaces but the deer, coyotes 
and other wild creatures are here too.  

 
Many of our members have new puppies experiencing 

their first Spring. I remember our pups snuffling the new grass 
and flowers; it must be a smorgasbord for their enhanced delicate 
sense of smell. They were wonderful to watch- their joy to be 
alive and their wild excitement over just about everything outside, 
real and perceived. This joyful abandonment is not limited to the 
youngsters, but pups are a lot of fun to watch. I hope all of you 
feel the same joy of renewal and awakening of spirit that our pre-
cious charges feel at this time of year. Enjoy your Newsletter. 

 
Glenn Connell 
President TTCC 



4  

 

Secretary’s  Report   
 

 
Welcome back to all members who renewed for another year. We lost a few long time members but also gained new mem-
bers so that our numbers have not changed much.  The last renewals came in shortly before the newsletter deadline but I 
was able to compile the new membership list which is included with this newsletter. 
 
I’d like to welcome our new member from Quebec.  
Francine Paquin 
173 Rue Beaujon,  Laval, QC H7H 2C8 
Phone: 450-622-2287       Email: info@savanadesign.ca 
 
Sponsors are Suzie Synnott and Penny White. 
Francine owns 1 Tibetan Terrier,  may show in conformation but does not plan to breed. 
 
Kevin Grew has a new email address: kgrew@colledge.ca 
 
Sharon Peillard’s  phone number is: 902-834-2276 
 
                                Jo Hannam, TTCC Secretary 
 
 
                              LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (or excerpts of dog news!) 
 
Hurray for our side and our love for our dogs!!!!!!!  
WE DID IT!!!!!! CONGRATS TO EVERYONE!!!!! 
 
 On January 10th,2009 the Dog Legislation Council of Canada ( DLCC ) and member groups of Banned Aid Coalition ( BAC ) re-
leased the DOLLARS FOR DOGS fund raising drive.  
 
The goal was to pay off the outstanding bill of 67,500.00 so that this case could proceed to the next level, the Supreme Court .  
 
Despite the two previous rulings ( Superior and Appellate courts ) which utterly failed to protect the fundamental rights of responsible 
dog owners , those dog people understood that we should not rest until the highest court of the land heard our case.  
 
It is because of our collective passion in all things dogs, that this amount and more was raised!      We met the financial goal!!  
 
Stand up CANADIAN DOG OWNERS AND TAKE A BOW !!!!  
 
The DLCC is truly and deeply humbled by the fantastic response.  
 
We again make the pledge to be there whenever, wherever we are needed to protect your rights . 
 
There is no way to thank you enough for your support of the Banned Aid  Coalition in our darkest hour. You will never know what it 
has meant to us to have this amazing army on our side as we move forward. Because you stand with us, we have a renewed confidence 
that our cause is not lost and that we will overturn unjust legislation in this country .  
 
We know who you are and we will never forget. There will, eventually, be found a way to publicly recognize every person, club, busi-
ness and breed who came running when we needed you. 
 
DOG BLESS YOU ALL.  
 
LeeAnn O'Reilly, Pres.DLCC  
president@doglegislationcouncilcanada.org  
www.doglegislationcouncilcanada.org  
"Fighting ignorance since 2003..it's taking longer than we thought." 
 
[Ed. Note:  The TTCC made a contribution to this cause early in their campaign] 
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NOTICEBOARD 
Conformation Ring 

 
From Heather Piers 
    Aisha's Netto Domino and Aisha's Silver Lining, are proud to announce that their daughter, Oneeto's Suri Amore Aisha, 
became a new champion at 10 months of age,  finishing in Red Deer April 3rd.  In a short show career she earned 1 Best ot 
Breed 2 Puppy Groups  and 1 Group 4. 
[ Editor’s Note:   Pss-sst!   Suri and her sibs are on that red Harley in the cover pic, and she is the one on the right – try-
ing to get out, said Heather!] 

                        
                           Suri                                                                                        Jebbie 
 
From Valerie Weston 
     In the U.S. -- 
  “Can. Am. Ch. Aslan North Moon Van Boris Son”  (Jebbie) finished his Am. Ch. at the Chicago Regional Specialty un-
der Richard Bauer (partner of Frank Sabela who put him up at the National)   Finishing entirely from the Bred By class 
makes Jeb eligible for Eukanuba Bred By. On Sat. we had the pleasure of watching Inger Johannessen judge the Regional 
Sweeps.  (she owns Jebbie’s sire in Norway and sent us the frozen semen that produced  this litter) 
 Also at the Regional, Jebbie’s sister Maria was RWB to a 5pt. major (that was what Maria needed to finish! ) and Jebbie 
earned  Award of Merit  #2.  It was an honor for Inger to see these two at their BEST. 
 In Canada -- 
Jebbie was entered one day only at Orangeville under Fred Dewsbury and was awarded Group 3rd,. When Mr. Dewsbury 
gave him the Breed, he said “ This dog has a fabulous front”    I had to smile because that’s what Frank said after the Na-
tional as well. ‘ Jebbie also won BB at the Purina National on the Saturday.  Not too shabby for a young dog in only ‘half 
coat’, since  it has about 2 inches more to grow, so this year’s shows are just for fun. 
 
From  Rhonda Bailey 
   I am delighted to announce that Riff  (To-Jo's My Kind of Music At Adominos) at only 6 month 2 days won group 4 and 
puppy group at the Chatauqua show in Saskatchewan!  Riff’s owners are Rhonda & Joy Sheffield.  
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Performance Venue 
From Jo Hannam 
    Harley (Adofau Chonga Dalghani) and I have finally started training again and hope to enter Rally trials soon.  It has 
been a long time since Beginners Obedience but we are happy to be working together and are having a lot of fun.    We 
also have a small brag: Harley passed his Canine Good Neighbour test at the Mt. Cheam Show here in Chilliwack on 
March 7, 09. 

 
 

From Terri Gueck 
    Jetsun ventured into the Rally Obedience ring for the first time on March 1st, and not only qualified, but also won 
High in Class. He followed it up with two more qualifying scores the following weekend to complete his Rally Novice 
title...and his Grand Champion title!      I am very proud of his accomplishments.  
He is now formally known as GCh. Am Ch. Kyeri's Jetsun Karchu RN.  
 
The Grand Champion (GCh) title is an official CKC title that came into effect in January 2007.  In order to obtain it, a 
dog must first complete his or her CKC Conformation Championship, and then… 
 
Once the championship title has been earned, the dog must earn a minimum of 100 points, which must include one Best 
in Show or Best of Breed at a National Specialty (where a minimum of ten dogs competed), or Best in Multiple Breed 
Specialty with at least five breeds represented; plus 3 group firsts or 3 Breed Specialty wins. 
The point schedule is: Best in Show or Best in National Specialty Show or Best in Multi Breed Specialty Show = 10 
Points;   Group 1 or Best in Specialty Show  = 5 Points ;  Group 2 or Best of Opposite Single Breed Specialty Show = 
4 Points;  Group 3  = 3 Points; Group 4 =  2 Points; Best of Breed  = 1 Point (To earn the breed point, at least 5 
dogs must be shown at breed level.   In addition to earning 100 points, the dog must also earn a CKC performance title or 
a Canine Good Neighbour Certificate.) 
[Editor:  Jetsun is the first TT to earn this prestigious title!  Congratulations on behalf of the TTCC !] 
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Introduction of new TTs 
 

From Nikki Sinclair,    Introducing Rousseau (Dalghani’s Nagpo Kolpa Mingma) 
In early February of this year, we were fortunate to welcome a very special addition to our family: a beautiful little Ti-
betan Terrier pup who came to us from Jo Hannam in British Columbia. Rousseau had to make a long airplane journey to 
join us in Ottawa, and she was a little scared when she arrived—and unsure as to what all of the cold white stuff was—but 
she soon settled in and became one of the family. She might be small, but she has a larger-than-life personality that more 
than makes up for her size. She loves to play, especially with Sawyer, our 2½ year old Tibetan. She’s also very vocal and 
is always ‘talking’ to us, especially when she’s saying ‘hello’ when one of us comes home. 
With four young people in our family and one adult, Rousseau is never short of love and attention, which she adores as 
she’s extremely social and friendly. She also likes someone to play with, and will play fetch time and time again given the 
opportunity. She has lots of energy. Her favourite occupation when she’s at home is to lie across the back of the sofa with 
Sawyer and watch the world go by. Her second favourite is finding a bed to sleep on—preferably with a human in it to 
snuggle up with. She loves her walks at the Arboretum at the Central Experimental Farm, where she enjoys making new 
friends of the human and doggie kind. She certainly gets a lot of notice when we go on walks because she’s so very cute 
and adorable. 

                                            
                 Rousseau                                                                                                               Tara 
 
From Francine Paquin, new TTCC member 
     I am happy for the opportunity to introduce myself and especially my new Tibetan Terrier , Tara.  She is from Khata’s 
litter, Suzie Synnott her breeder.  I have been waiting a long time for a  puppy, and I am delighted with this sweet girl.   
My husband and I live in Laval, Quebec, along with our cat  who now must share her house with Tara!  I am a graphic 
design artist, working mostly at home for the NFB.  Tara and I are attending classes and I hope to take her to the showring 
eventually. 
 
From John and Janie Argue 
 With Summer - our first TT reaching 13 years and an elder statesperson and Tilly a feisty 4 we thought that we had 
better consider a companion for Tilly.  I am happy to say that Zoey - another of Khata’s litter - is playing tug the rope ball 
with Tilly as I type this!  Zoey has a lively personality - into everything - annoying Summer with her raids on the food 
dish (what’s with this grumpy person anyway!) and challenging Tilly in a mutual chew the leg contest. 
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From SuzieSynnott 

 
 

From a First Time Breeder….Khata’s first litter 
 

Our adventure as novice breeders is coming to an end, and quite an adventure it was. Khata’s first litter of nine puppies 
really surprised us as we were hoping for, maybe, two ... It was already shocking when the first ultrasound showed six 
puppies. The next visit to the vet showed an additional puppy. That made seven!   So, that’s when we began to face visits 
to the vet with great apprehension ...  
 
What made it even more exciting was that the due date was around the Christmas holidays (When no vets are available)! 
So, while the vets are off duty, enjoying their holidays, we knew we had a job on our hands. Bravely, arming ourselves 
with a “whelping and more” video guide, The Breeder’s Manual, websites, faraway  vets’ phone numbers and trillions of 
helpful hints from my fellow TT breeder friends, we became acutely attentive to any signs of the redoubted moment. On 
New Year’s Eve, while everybody was having fun, Khata showed her first signs of going into labour. She was driving us 
crazy by turning around in endless circles, jumping on and off the bed, panting heavily and whining. After several hours 
of this, my first feelings of guilt began. What had I done to my little girl? Ten hours went by and the guilt changed to 
utter fatigue. The first puppy arrived at nine A.M. on New Year’s  day ! After the seventh one had arrived, thinking it 
was over and just after finishing cleaning the mess, thank God we decided to lift Khata’s tail! It was then discovered that 
WE HAD NINE OF THEM!   By twelve noon it was over.  Georges and I (and Khata, mainly! )  had done it!   
 
When we announced the birth of our baby puppies to our friends, experienced TT breeders, there was a long pause before 
the congratulations.  And only now, three months later, do we fully understand why! The delivery was nothing compared 
to what was to come.  
 
Twelve weeks of hard work, all day every day!  Joyful yes, but what a challenge! 
 
We were extremely fortunate that Khata was an extraordinarily good mother. 
 
The burden of finding eight good families for our cherished puppies seemed to be an interminable task. Triage among the 
several “would-be” new homes for the pups turned into a saga of heroic dimensions. After many emotional upheavals we 
finally let go of the pups into their new lives with a heavy heart. 
 
Happily, Georges and I had outstanding support and help from the TT community. We want to especially underline the 
help provided to us by PENNY WHITE and SUZANNE PERSALL, exceptional women both, who patiently answered 
my hundreds of e-mails and telephone calls and mentored me through the whole process of intelligent breeding. They 
make me feel proud of belonging to such an honourable group, as I have found the Tibetan Terrier Club of Canada to be. 
We also feel deep appreciation towards Deborah McFarlane, Julia McFarlane, Catherine Shearer and Lynda Zittier for 
their extremely generous assistance. And to Kevin Grew, Valerie Weston, Pat Delorme and Brenda Cook who also 
helped us find good families we are most obliged and thankful.  
 
 Georges and Suzie Synnott 
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Re. Newsletter ONLINE ! 

NOTE that again the newsletter will be put online byJohn George, our webmaster, and since memberships 
were renewed in this calendar year, he has assigned a NEW PASSWORD with which members can access 
and read the April issue ONLINE. 
 NOTE also that when you do so, you’ll see ALL photos in COLOUR, not just the cover or any personal 
page that was purchased. 
  Visit the Newsletter section of our club website (www.tibetanterriercanada.com), select the issue you wish 
to read, use the password,  left click to read, right click to save to disc. 
  The new password is:   2009TTCCNL 

 
The Health of the Performance Tibetan Terrier 

By Marla Vogeley, our Guest Performance Columnist 
 
The weather is so nice in this part of the world (Southern California) it is too nice for me to write an extra long column like 
you might be used to seeing from me.  I’d rather be out in the sunshine playing with my TT!  So, I’ll just give a few quick 
tips regarding items to think about regarding your active TT and health concerns. 
 
Orthopedic Health 

• Your agility TT will be using her joints a lot.  Glucosamine Chondroitin with MSN given in the appropriate 
quantities daily is a good way to ensure your TT will stay limber and sound for agility.  Fish oil also helps for 
joints (and heart health too!) 

• Keep your TT nice and slender.  This will put less stress on his joints.  A tiny bit too thin is much healthier than a 
tiny bit too fat.  A pound or two extra on a small dog like a TT is a big problem over the life of an active TT. 

• Even if you do not plan on breeding your TT, consider x-rays to be pre-warned of any early arthritic changes or 
problems such as hip dysplasia. 

 
Conditioning 

• Be sure to give your TT plenty of exercise outside of your chosen sport.  Agility alone is not sufficient exercise 
for  

• conditioning purposes.  Walks and playing with toys will help your TT build muscles that will protect them dur-
ing agility or other sports that have the ability to be rough on their bodies. 

• Warm up and cool down times before agility runs and other sports are important.  Do not pull your TT out of his 
crate to run flyball right before your start time and then put him back in his crate immediately following his race.  
Walk him out before and after to avoid strains, or even worse, injuries such as ACL tears. 

 
Injuries 

• Always be on the look out for injuries.  Constantly evaluate your TT’s gait and movement.  If you note any ab-
normalities, do not continue your training, and pull from any scheduled shows. 

• If the worst happens and your TT gets injured, take her to the vet right away.  Don’t wait hoping it will get better. 
• If possible, see a specialist who is used to dealing with sports injuries in dogs (they are out there!) 
• Do not be too disheartened.  Even though all injuries are depressing, take heart that your TT will get better.  

There are many advanced procedures available and most dogs who get injured are able to return to their full pre-
injury level of competition. 

 
You are responsible for the health of your performance TT.  Take extra care, feed good food, give supplements, and you 
and your TT will enjoy a long performance career. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
 

1.      From its author…… 
 
     I’m pleased to announce the release of my book, Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to 
Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer Life (Trafalgar Square Books).  My goal in writing it was to teach dog lovers 
how to navigate the sometimes overwhelming, confusing, and expensive world of veterinary medicine.  If you 
have some room in an upcoming edition of your newsletter, I’d be delighted if you would run a review 
of Speaking for Spot. 
Thus far, the book has been wonderfully well received. Claudia Kawczynska, editor-in-chief of The BARK 
Magazine describes it as “a must-read groundbreaking new book.”  The Whole Dog Journal put Speaking for 
Spot on their list of "Five Ya Gotta Try" in 2009, and behaviorist,  Linda Tellington Jones stated, "This book 
should be in the library of every person who loves her dog.  With clarity, charm, and wit, Dr. Kay provides 
step-by-step guidelines that teach you how to be a responsible and informed advocate throughout your dog's 
life.  It could save you thousands of dollars and give you the tools to prevent the heartache that comes with 
making uninformed or rushed decisions about your dog's health care."   
 
   Please visit www.speakingforspot.com to learn more about me and read excerpts from the book, my blog, and 
a variety of published magazine articles.  Feel free to use the materials in the attached pdf for a review in your 
newsletter.  The authors have given permission to copy their reviews if you would like.   Please contact me with 
any questions and, if you do publish a review, I would love to receive a copy. Thanks so much for your time.  
Best wishes, 
 
Nancy Kay, DVM 
Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine 
 
 
2.      From Penny White….. 
 
     I would like to wholeheartedly recommend  The Art of Racing in the Rain, a novel  by Garth Stein. 
This book was really enjoyable, with its unique narrator and his wonderful perceptions .  In my personal read-
ing log I gave it a 10/10. 
  Quoting from the jacket: “This novel has everything:  love, tragedy, redemption, danger, and – most espe-
ciallly – the canne narrator Enzo.  This old soul of a dog has much to teach us about being human.  It is an un-
forgettable, fascinating  journey through another kind of mind”. 
 By closely observing and listening to the words of  his master, Enzo has gained tremendous insight into the 
human condition.  He sees that life, like racing, isn’t simply about speed, and one CAN successfully navigate 
any ordeal. 
 This is a heart-wrenching but often deeply funny and ultimately uplifting story of family, love, loyalty and 
hope.  It is a beautifully crafted and captivating look at the wonders of human life – as only a dog could see 
them. 
  I love it when a book’s main character is so effective and affecting that he or she is going to  ‘stay’ with me – 
and Enzo will always stay with me. 
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             TLC TIPS FOR TTS!  
          (Training, Living With, Caring For!) 

 
When Stella was between six and nine months, her scratching, itching, biting of legs and hind quarters and 
whimpering, all of which was especially noticeable at sleep time, became really unbearable.  As our previ-
ous, dearly departed Shannen (not a TT)  had been an "allergic" dog I took Stella to the same Vet with her 
similar complaints.  First we tried changing the kibble to a very basic unadulterated lamb and rice, nothing 
more.  This didn’t help and Stella wasn't thrilled with the food .  Scratch, scratch, bite and whimper...so 
back to the Vet.  He was on the verge of suggesting a veterinary allergist when he thought of EFA-CAPS, 
High Potency Essential Fatty Acid for cats and small dogs. 
Two weeks later Stella was cured and has never scratched or shown any sign of skin discomfort since! 

Moreover, something EVERYBODY notices -- her coat shines, dazzles, and really is stunning!  
 I attribute everything to the EFA-CAPS by Virbac...and I've noticed several other canine Omega 3-6-9 tablets and liquids 
in the local Organic Food market. 
                               From Susan Silva-Wayne 
[Ed.Note: It’s great to hear of a success against an itching allergy!  If your dog exhibits a skin problem, as a sensible pre-
caution consult your vet before adding any supplement to his/her diet.] 
 
 

Am. Can. Ch. Samsara Chase Dscho Utra 
 

 

We lost Chase this year in March not long after his mother Alilah passed away. 
Like his mother (twice) and his half brother Billy the Kid - he was the Number 1 TT in Canada, in 2000. 
He loved going to shows with Kevin. 
He was not the brightest (smartest) star in the galaxy - but he was the sweetest  TT one can imagine around people. 
He was well known for lying on his back and 'playing dead' routine. 
Chase was a pleasure to be around. He spent his later years collecting stuffed toys, and unlike most of our other guys - he 
was gentle with them, and even managed to keep the squeakers intact. 
Considering he never really used all the 'gears' he had in the show ring, in addition to being top Canadian TT, he was  
winners dog at a TTCA regional specialty, Veterans Sweeps winner at a TTCA Regional; and bred by exhibitor dog, and 
reserve winners dog at a TTCA National Specialty. Not too bad for a shy boy. 
He will be sadly missed................... 
                                   From John and Joy George 



12  

 

                     A Ruptured Cruciate Ligament – Dash’s Story 
                                           By Terri Jankelow 
 
We often hear about dogs that have ruptured a cruciate ligament, and its something that we dread 
happening to our dogs. So when it does occur, as happened to Dash on 23rd August 2008, it’s a real 
shock!   
 
I wish I knew how the injury occurred. I heard a yelp and rushed to find Dash standing on 3 legs. It was a Saturday eve-
ning ( why do bad things always happen on weekends??) so we decided to leave him overnight to see if he felt better in 
the morning. As he was no better next morning we took him to the emergency vet, where he was diagnosed and various 
treatment options discussed. 

 
On the surgeons advice we decided to have a Tibial Plateau 
Leveling Osteotomy ( TPLO). I will not go into detail about 
this complicated surgery other than to say that it is a major 
surgery in which the tibia bone is cut (osteotomy) and then the 
tibial plateau rotated in order to level the slope of the stifle. A 
metal plate and screws are used to hold the tibial plateau in 
place so that the bone can heal in its new position 
 
The first week after surgery was extremely difficult. Dash did 
not do well at all. He is a dog who usually lives to eat but we 
could not tempt him to take a morsel of food – not steak or 
BBQ chicken, nothing! The drugs he was prescribed were sup-
posed to be taken only with food, so we really had a problem 
with his not eating. We tried an alternate painkiller, but it 
made him totally “spaced out”. I decided to take him off his 
medication at about 10 days post op and remarkably he began 
to eat again!  
 
The 1st 4 weeks were really tough on Dash as he was not al-
lowed any physical activity at all. We carried him everywhere, 

unless he had to go outside to do his business. We iced his knee 3 or 4 times a day. It was weeks before he would bear 
any weight on that leg and so it was a great milestone when he actually put weight on that leg to lift the other one to pee! 
 
At 4 weeks he was allowed two 5-minute walks per day, extremely slowly. Following each walk his leg had to be iced for 
10 minutes. After 1 week of that we increased his walks to 7 – 10 minutes and then gradually increased the length of the 
walks each week. And so very slowly he improved, but until recently he still walked with a limp. This walking schedule 
was vital to his recovery because the muscle in the leg had atrophied from lack of exercise, so we had to ensure he got 
his prescribed exercise in order to build up that muscle.  
 
I have 2 other dogs that were accustomed to getting their 30 to 45 minute walks. I felt bad leaving Dash behind 
and I did not have the time to go for 2 walks, one short one with Dash and then another full walk for the other 
dogs. So I bought a little red wagon and off we went – Dash in the wagon and the other dogs walking beside. 
He was the talk of the neighborhood with everyone asking why Dash was in the wagon.  It was lovely to see 
how attached he became to the wagon.  He knew it was for his daily outings and waited patiently to be lifted 
into the wagon. 
 
At his 8 week check up the doctor was not happy with his recovery and even at 12 weeks he still believed that Dash was 
at the low end of walking normally. But as I write this in mid January, 4 ½ months after surgery, there is an improve-
ment. His limp is almost 100% gone and he walks well.  
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We were told that at 5 months most of the exercise restrictions could be lifted. So in mid January, at 4 ½ months post op 
I decided to let Dash off leash for his first free play time in the snow. It was like a miracle. He ran with such joy and 
glee and had a wonderful time frolicking in the snow. I cried to see him.  
 
Some exercise restrictions with no jumping or rough play are in place until at least 6 months post op, and unfortunately 
there is a 40% chance that he could blow the other leg. So we try to be careful and pray that this does not happen again. 
 
Cruciate ligament rupture can occur in any breed. Frequently it is a gradual process and not due to a single traumatic 
injury. Many dogs have a predisposing factor such as age-related degeneration, inflammation and anatomical abnor-
malities, which cause the ligament to rupture.  
 
There are many treatment options ranging from conservative management -  no surgery and treating with anti-
inflammatories and rest -   to various types of surgery. Surgery is usually very successful although recovery is slow.  
 
Here are 2 photos of Dash. One shows the hair on his shaved leg slowly growing back. And the other is his 1st day off 
leash.  
 
 
 
 

Go Dash go!! You are free at last!! 
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Just a Dog 
 

From time to time, people tell me, "lighten up, it's just a dog," or, "that's a lot of money for 
just a dog." They don't understand the distance traveled, the time spent, or the costs involved 
for "just a dog."  
 

Some of my proudest moments have come about 
with "just a dog." Many hours have passed and 
my only company was "just a dog," but I did not 
once feel slighted.  
Some of my saddest moments have been brought 
about by "just a dog," and in those days of dark-
ness, the gentle touch of "just a dog" gave me 
comfort and reason to overcome the day.  
If you, too, think it's "just a dog," then you will 
probably understand phases like "just a friend," 
"just a sunrise," or "just a promise." "Just a 
dog" brings into my life the very essence of 
friendship, trust, and pure unbridled joy. "Just a 
dog" brings out the compassion and patience 
that make me a better person.  
Because of "just a dog" I will rise early, take 
long walks and look longingly to the future. So 
for me and folks like me, it's not "just a dog" 
but an embodiment of all the hopes and dreams 
of the future, the fond memories of the past, and 
the pure joy of the moment.  
"Just a dog" brings out what's good in me and 
diverts my thoughts away from myself and the 
worries of the day.   

  
I hope that someday they can understand that it's not "just a dog" but the thing that gives me 
humanity and keeps me from being "just a human."  
So the next time you hear the phrase "just a dog." just smile, because they "just don't under-
stand."  
 

                                                          Just a thought, 
 

                                                                  By Richard Biby 
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From the Editor – 
  Despite the initial grey chill and bleakness of early spring , the reasons for celebration have emerged and re-
main as fixed as ever.  Brown will turn to green.  Sunshine will feel warm again.  Kids wearing rubber boots of 
bright yellow will splash in mud puddles.  And dogs will frolic in yards and parks!  Happy Spring! 

 
TTs and ACTIVITIES 

 
I've written about what TTs love:  they love summer, autumn, they adore winter, they relish the arrival of spring.  
But also they have a great fondness for 'activities'.  A Tibetan Terrier truly IS a companion animal.  Historically 
and currently, to share life as intimately as possible with his cherished family is the TT's raison d'etre, his very 
reason for living.  This breed is  merry, devoted, bright , lively and inquisitive, qualities that serve the Tibetan 
well for learning and participation in Life's daily doings.  Playing with a two legged pal, sharing a walk, riding 
in a car, 'helping' with errands and chores, or just hanging out NEAR those he loves with all his heart, these are 
what the TT asks from life.  Although he relishes exercise and the wide-open spaces of country life and nature 
outings,  this breed is extremely adaptable,  content also with city life, in dwellings large or small.  For him the 
measurement of JOY lies in the relationship and involvement with 'his' people.  A TT's physical needs are met 
with the same adaptability --  hiking on long trails or zooming round a backyard. 
 
What about structured activities for your Tibetan Terrier companion?  Well, I can personally attest to the pleas-
ure offered by Agility!  Most TTs are temperamentally and physically well suited to this sport.  Good  Manners 
Training and Competitive Obedience (sometimes a challenge with such an independently thinking breed !)  are 
also rewarding . 
Rally-O (-bedience) is a performance sport rapidly becoming popular, and TTs can excel at it.  It's fun to pre-
pare your TT for the Temperament Test or the Canine Good Neighbour assessment and diploma.   Flyball?   
TTs don't tend to possess the passion/obsession for A BALL that some breeds do, but they can be taught to re-
trieve it and to understand the game. They really get into the action and show great excitement and speed.   Con-
formation shows mean training sessions for the TT and his handler, car trips, out of town adventures and new 
friends.  Retired show dogs who no longer compete will watch wistfully as the youngster readies for his  show.  
Retired dogs don't WANT to be 'retired', and ONE CLICK from a clicker around here with my youngster-in-
training instantly brings a cohort of other TTs eager to perform too! 
 
The concept is simple:  To Rest is to Rust.  Dogs love having ‘jobs’ to do,  which implies Quality Time with his 
beloved person(s).  We pat and praise our dogs for simply being good, but give them a job and praise them for 
doing it, and watch their eyes light up! 
 
Ah, and then there's Therapy.  I know many who have adopted this activity, to visit and socialize with the eld-
erly or ill, and after some preparatory training the Tibetan can bring his upbeat, extroverted disposition to ther-
apy work.  A girlie of mine earned her St.John Ambulance Therapy Dog accreditation,  and we visited homes 
together. 
 
  Preceding and accompanying the  Activities an owner undertakes with his dog  should be the provision of ade-
quate and ongoing Socialization.  A puppy is introduced to this in his breeder's home and it must continue life-
long in his permanent home.  The desire for social interaction and stimulation  never diminishes, especially for a 
social, smart breed like the Tibetan Terrier. 
But YOU will always be his M.A.P.!  His Most Adored Person! 
The TT will enjoy any and all activities as long as YOU'RE there too! 
 
By Penny White  (Excerpts  previously published in Dogs in Canada Breedlines) 
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UPCOMING TTCC EVENTS 

 
 

1.    In the absence of a National Specialty 09, the  TTCC ‘ BOOSTER’  in Brockville Ontario Saturday August 15, takes 
on added significance.  It will be associated with the Thousand Islands Kennel & Obedience Club (TIKO) annual dogshow 
– 3 days of Conformation, Obedience and Rally-O.  TIKO is also planning other perks, such as the CGN test (Canine Good 
Neighbour).      
  Group VI Judge for the Saturday Booster will be Eugene Blake (Oklahoma),  and on other days Judges are Doug Windsor 
(Ontario), and James Ham (Michigan).    Performance Judge will be Sharlene Manderson. 
      TIKO boasts one of the most desirable venues in Eastern Ontario, with both outdoor and indoor facilities as well as an 
air conditioned grooming area. ThIs was the site of the TTCC 2007 National Specialty. 
     Penny is acting as Booster Representative.  It seems we may attract a good entry, since a few American friends have 
expressed interest in attending.  The bigger the entry the bigger the pleasure!   
   The  nearby Comfort Inn Motel is recommended, which served us well in 2007.  Make a reservation early, and avoid  no 
vacancy disappointment.  Exciting news is that the Brockville Yacht Club has been reserved again for a post-event celebra-
tion and catered dinner!   
   More details will be published in the July Newsletter.  Watch for the TIKO Premium List online via Diana Edwards 
Show Services (dess.ca) 
   
2.   The TTCC All Breed CKC AGILITY Trial!   
     Dates have been set -- Sat. and Sunday October 10 and 11th  --  at the Dream Fields Agility facility just west of Ottawa.  
It was a blast last year!   Start training your boy or girl , and try Novice classes.    They are quite do-able for rookie dogs, 
and who knows, Penny’s Maddie might be ready for Jumpers!  (Now THAT could be entertainment!) 

                               
 

 
( Original art by Majka Broulik) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
There follows a Trophy Sponsor / Donation Page that the Events organizers urge you to detach, complete and mail (with 
a cheque!).  .   Our club is small, but we love to Do Things Well, a goal which --  alas -- requires dollars.  You may select a 
specific trophy you care to sponsor (organizers will select the actual prizes), or you may contribute to the Trophy Fund in 
general. 
  If we are so fortunate as to get the Booster awards financed this way, any leftover donations will purchase a suitable prize 
(or two or three) for the Agility Trial.   
  Any cash surplus (how’s THAT for optimism?!) will then be assigned to Specialty 2010, which will probably be held in 
Ontario . 
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TTCC TROPHY FUND DONATION 

 
PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
 
__ Please add my donation of $___________ to  the  Trophy  Fund Donors List. 
 
or 
 
__ I prefer to sponsor a specific award or awards (see list below).  My preference is: 
 
               1. _______________________  2. __________________________ 
 
 [ Awards:  Best of Breed, Best of Opposite Sex,  Best of Winners, Winners Male, Winners Female, 
             Reserve Winners Male, Reserve Winners Female, Best Puppy, Best Performance Score by a TT) 
 
   If the award you chose is already spoken for, may we substitute another?  Yes____  No ____ 
 
Note:  Any surplus donations not used for the Booster will be put toward the October Agility trial, and then 
toward the 2010 National Specialty. 
 
Note:  Your name as a donor will be listed in the Booster handout and published in a future newsletter. 
 
Note:  It is possible to make your donation in the name of any person or any dog (such as your own!) or in 
memory of a dear and departed dog. 
 
Please list my sponsorship as follows:  ________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please mail form & cheque (asap)  to Penny White, 11 Carlisle Circle, Ashton ON K0A 1B0 
 
Please make cheque payable to Penny White , who as chairperson will need to access this Trophy fund. 
 
Thanks in advance for your generosity! 
 
Hope to see many of you and your TT(s)  in Brockville August 15, as entrants or spectating participants!  
We’ll have a great time! 
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